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later, is more like something in a fairy-tale than a develop-
ment of character in life as we know it. Very different is
the subtle way in which Emma profits and is changed by
her experience, the exquisite late blossoming of Anne
Elliot in Persuasion, and the growth of Fanny Price in
the atmosphere of Mansfield Park.

Another quality of the later novels is that of beauty ;
to Mansfield Park and to Persuasion at least we can apply
the adjective beautiful in a way we can hardly apply it
to any of the novels of the earlier group. The beauty
of these stories depends in part, I think, on the fact -that
their scenes are much more visible, although there is
not much detailed description of them. The town of
Bath shines in Persuasion like a charming aquatint
before our eyes ; in Mansfield Park we always see that
formal mansion in its park.1 But this effect of richer

1 Mansfield Park was identified (with practical certainty to my
mind) by Sir Frank MacKinnon a few years ago, as being a house
called Cottesbrooke Hall, which lies in the centre of the Pytchley
country, nine miles north of Northampton. In the Times Literary
Supplement of Dec. 10, 1931, Dr. R. W. Chapman published this
information. As the estate came into the market in 1935, I
procured from'the agents who were putting it up to auction an
order to view the house, and induced a neighbour of mine to
motor me there to see it. We visited first of all the village ; we
saw Mrs. Norris's house, the unusually large rectory, with Dr.
Grant's big field adjoining, both of which stood in just the proper
relation to the mansion. Then we went into the church, which
contains what really seem to be the monuments of the Bertram
family, the tomb of Sir Thomas, and plaques to the memory of
Edmund and Fanny and Julia Bertram. There is none of course
for the errant Maria Rushworth; but Mrs. Norris and even
Dr. Grant seem to have their memorials.

In what we call ' reality/ but which is now but a dim shadow
of the novel, the name of the owners of Mansfield Park was
Langham, the first Baronet being Sir James Langham (1594-
1671), a rich Turkey merchant, alderman and afterwards Sheriff
of London, who purchased the estate in 1639. The Hall was
built by the fourth Baronet, Sir John Langham in 1720, and is
described as ' an elegant modern-built brick house/ by John
Bridges in his History of the Antiquities of Northamptonshire (1791).
That beautiful and stately house in the great park we visited next;
saw the stairs on which Edmund found the little Fanny weeping,
the breakfast room in which she wrote her letter to her brother